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Greet ings and welcome to our Summer 20 23 PathFINDER issue. This edit ion contains news about  
departmental comings and goings as this is the t ime of year when t rainees depart  for new  assignments and 
new  ones arrive. Congratulat ions to all our graduates and best  of luck in your future endeavors! We extend a 
hearty welcome to our new ly arrived t rainees. 

In this issue, we spot light  one of our recent  Pathology ret irees, Dr. Richard Larson, tenured professor of 
Pathology, and a long-t ime facult y member at  UNM. Dr. Larson tells of his t ime at  the Health Sciences Center 
and his inspiring career as a physician-scient ist . He held an impressive array of execut ive leadership 
posit ions, including extensive research, clinical, educat ion and administ rat ive posit ions. Dr. Larson was 
inst rumental in the founding of TriCore Reference Laboratories and in obtaining the funding for the Clinical 
and Translat ional Science Center. Dr. Larson also has a long role in civic areas serving on corporate and 
nonprofit  boards as well as a history of g iving back to the greater A lbuquerque area and the ent ire state of 
New  Mexico. 

A lso featured are the two forensic anthropologists who work at  the Off ice of the Medical Invest igator, Drs. 
Heather Edgar and Anna Medendorp Rautman. These two facult y each describe how  they developed their 
interests in this unique area of forensic medicine and the role they p lay at  the OMI. They g ive fascinat ing 
details as to what  their work entails and the signif icant  cont ribut ions they have made towards ident ifying 
decedents and determining cause of death. At  the OMI, they have been involved in the development  of the 
New  Mexico Decedent  Image Database. 

We proudly present  news of the recent  graduat ion of our residents and clinical fellows. Many are staying on 
here at  UNM for further t raining and others are off to the next  important  phase of their career. It  has been so 
rewarding to have provided them w ith educat ion and t raining to become full-f ledged pathologists and 
subspecialt y experts in their fellowship areas. Congratulat ions to this year?s resident , fellow  and facult y 
awardees for their signif icant  cont ribut ions to excellence in teaching and mentorship. 

Last ly, a b ig acknow ledgment  to our Medical Laboratory Science 
(MLS) program and all t heir recent  graduates. Our MLS graduates 
are the future of medical laboratorians in New  Mexico, where 
they have a signif icant  role serving healthcare needs of our 
cit izens. Special recognit ion goes to the dedicated and 
enthusiast ic facult y of the Medical Laboratory Science program 
which our department  is fortunate to claim. 

Thank you to all current  and past  departmental members for all 
you do to keep our department  thriving. I am grateful for our 
staff, t rainees, and facult y as we cont inue w ith our missions of 
clinical service, educat ion, and research. 

W ishing you a relaxing and fulf illing summer w ith safe t ravels. 

NANCY JOSTE, MD, MS
Professor & Chair of Pathology

Please follow  us on Facebook, Instagram and Tw it ter.
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FEATURE

SERVICE, RESEARCH, LEADERSHIP

REFLECTIONS ON MY TIME AT UNM 

BY RICHARD LARSON, MD, PHD, PROFESSOR EMERITUS

How d id  you choose the UNM Pathology Department?

I obtained both an MD and a PhD, not  because I wanted to be the best  MD and best  PhD, but  
because I wanted to move basic d iscovery into pract ice ? as a pract icing pathologist  I could 

improve clinical care one pat ient  at  a t ime, but  as a physician-scient ist , I could help thousands or 
tens of thousands of pat ients w ith new  discoveries, therapies, or devices ? I have been fortunate to 

have done this during my career. But  in order to do this when I came to UNM in 1996, I knew  that  I 
would have to have clinical expert ise from being a facult y on the hematopathology consult  service 
and running the clinical lab ? p lus having a research lab. UNM offered me the clinical situat ion and 

research opportunit ies that  I needed. I also came to UNM because of my desire to be part  of an 
integrated academic health center w ith educat ional programs and a research mission that  

supported, ut ilized, and integrated w ith a high-qualit y health system. For most  of my t ime at  UNM, 
we had this vision.

W hat  were some of your favorite moments running a research lab?

In my high school applicat ion to college, I expressed an interest  in pursuing a career that  would 
have broad impact  on health care, educat ion, and society. An academic career allowed me, as it  

allows many, to create new  know ledge, invent ions, and ways of doing things. I f irst  became a full 
professor w ith scient if ic achievements that  span 120 + publicat ions and 40 + patents ? several 
licensed ? and that  have resulted in f ive new  companies including an IPO on the Aust ralian stock 

exchange. On grants or cont racts, I have personally obtained over $150 M in ext ramural funding as 
PI in my career that  included scient if ic applicat ions related to basic science, applied science, 

engineering, clinical t rials, workforce analysis, const ruct ion, and community-based research. My 
collaborators have spanned a vast  number of domains from engineering, 

Describe your ro le on our Pathology clinical service. 

W hen I arrived at  UNM in 1996, I was the second facult y on the hematopathology consult  service 
and I was d irector of the hematology lab. We formed TriCore Reference Laboratories a couple of 
years later and I became the medical d irector of the clinical laboratory at  UNM Hospital (UNMH) 

which we called the Rapid Response lab. I maintained clinical dut ies d irect ing that  lab and on the 
hematopathology service unt il 20 07. During this t ime, I 

was also responsib le for negot iat ing the pathology 
cont ract  w ith the hospital and served as the chair?s 
representat ive on the Medical Execut ive Commit tee of 

UNMH. Since then, I have been the medical d irector or 
the associate medical d irector of the clinical laboratory 

in the Clinical and Translat ional Science Center 
support ing clinical t rials throughout  the UNM Health 
Sciences Center. From the period of 1996-20 0 4, I 

served in a variety of leadership posit ions at  UNMH, 
including being one of the Chief of Clinical Operat ions 

and chairing the qualit y commit tee. I part icipated in the 
init ial p lanning and start  of TriCore in 1998 ? opening 
TriCore in 1999. I moved into leadership and governance 

posit ions at  TriCore unt il 20 23 when I ret ired from UNM.  

Continued on next page
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I am nat ionally recognized as an academic leader, senior 

execut ive, tenured professor, educator, researcher, 

business developer, and MD, PhD w ith extensive 

academic health care leadership during my 27 years at  

The Universit y of New  Mexico Health Science Center.



Continued from previous page

Describe your ro le as Execut ive Vice Chancellor f rom 20 12 to 20 22.

The posit ions I have had are somet imes confusing since I concurrent ly held a number of leadership posit ions. 
I was both the Execut ive Vice Chancellor and the Vice Chancellor for Research since I served in both 
posit ions concurrent ly for 10  years. But  these posit ions were d ist inct  and had d if ferent  job dut ies. The 
Execut ive Vice Chancellor was the second highest  posit ion at  the UNM HSC. 

As Execut ive Vice Chancellor, I served in a provost -like role, and had responsib ilit ies related to st rategic and 
f iscal p lanning; d iversit y and inclusion; research enterprise; educat ional programs; community health 
out reach and health; clinical init iat ives; health system and academic IT, public-private partnerships and joint  
ventures; economic development ; compliance; and fundraising. My reports included the college deans 
(Nursing, Medicine, Pharmacy, Populat ion Health) , vice chancellors/ presidents, CIOs, center d irectors, and 
several other senior posit ions. I reported d irect ly to the Chancellor for Health Sciences.

One of the key accomplishments during that  t ime was our abilit y to begin addressing the severe shortage of 
health care workers in New  Mexico. As the leader of the team that  worked w ith the state leg islature to pass a 
b ill (20 12) that  required health care licensing boards to collect  detailed data from providers, UNM became 
cent ral to statew ide health workforce development . Since 20 13, I was t rusted to chair the NM Health Care 
Workforce Commit tee, which is composed of 35 statew ide stakeholders from educat ion, business, 
healthcare, and government  and to assure that  the commit tee performed it s analysis of workforce shortages, 
pract ice pat terns and d iversit y in a nonpart isan and scient if ic manner. Each year, I advocated to the 
Governor and the leg islature has been impact ful for generat ing state funding for medical resident  posit ions, 
doubled funding for the nurse pract it ioner class, addressed racial inequit ies in pract ice locat ions, enhanced 
loan repayment  and p ipeline programs, and added loan-for-service funding.

Championing innovat ion in the educat ion mission throughout  the state to increase access and student  
success was also a priorit y as Execut ive Vice Chancellor. As a few  examples and working w ith other leaders, 
we implemented tele-educat ion init iat ives. One of several init iat ives includes offering online educat ion to 
ind ividuals in rural and remote areas of New  Mexico who can now  complete t raining and earn a BS in Nursing 
ent irely online ? this has led to a 92% retent ion rate of our BS Nursing graduates in the state ? many in more 
rural areas where workforce needs are greatest . In the last  few  years, we init iated an ?early assurance? 
program for a variety of undergraduate health professional degrees that  are only availab le at  UNM. This has 
increased the accessib ilit y of undergraduate degrees for our residents and led to a signif icant  increase in 
mat riculat ion. We have also launched joint  programs w ith other universit ies to enhance accessib ilit y ? for 
instance, a Pharmacy degree that  init iates w ith two years at  New  Mexico State Universit y prior to the f inal 
years at  UNM. The common theme in these init iat ives is that  I worked w ith my team to assure cooperat ion 
and agreement  of mult ip le universit ies and colleges; state governmental agencies; and in some cases, private 
ent it ies such as hospitals or health care providers. 

Our fundraising was ext raord inarily successful. I had the opportunit y to work d irect ly w ith our UNM 
Foundat ion in complet ing the largest  capital campaign in our history of $1 b illion. Most  important ly and most  
challenging, the execut ive vice dean of the SOM, the VP at  the UNM Foundat ion and myself expanded our 
philanthropic culture to physicians. In 20 15, we developed a new  process to ident ify and solicit  ?grateful 
pat ients? by creat ing a new  partnership w ith physicians through philanthropic t raining ? a process that  is 
already show ing posit ive result s.

I also co-led an Urban Serving Universit y (USU) and Associat ion of Public and Land Grant  Universit ies 
(APLU) init iat ive that  analyzed p ipeline programs that  target  students of color. The study examined 
b iomedical research workforce and student  d iversit y and suggested best  pract ices. Our white paper on 
enhancing d iversit y was published and shared nat ionally w ith all member universit ies. 
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Describe your ro le as Vice Chancellor for Research at  t he UNM HSC from 20 0 9-20 22; Senior Associate 
Dean for Research in t he SOM from 20 0 4-20 12; Vice President  for Research 20 22-20 23. 

I was both the Execut ive Vice Chancellor and the Vice Chancellor for Research from 20 12-20 21. But  prior to 
having those two t it les, I was also the Senior Associate Dean of Research in the SOM while I was Vice 
Chancellor for Research unt il I became Execut ive Vice Chancellor in 20 12. A ll t hese posit ions were d ist inct  
and had d if ferent  job dut ies. 

My longest  standing role has been leading and build ing the research mission over the last  18 years f irst  as 
Senior Associate Dean and then Vice Chancellor/ President  for Research. During my leadership tenure, the 
research mission has grown from <$85M in ext ramural funding in 20 0 4 to over $240 M today (FY20 22). 

I led the HSC w ide st rategic p lanning 
from 20 12-20 21 (as Execut ive Vice 
Chancellor) , including major and 
t ransformat ive shift s in universit y research 
st rategy in 20 0 4; 20 11; and 20 17 (as Vice 
Chancellor for Research). We unif ied and 
aligned our clinical, research, educat ional 
and community missions w ith these 
effort s. Through these effort s we have 
expanded the spect rum of care and our 
ownership of a variety of health care 
ent it ies and have substant ially reduced 
parts of our cost  st ructure. We have gown 
and d iversif ied our research port folio to 
at t ract  new  funding; leveraged exist ing 
resources to reduce costs; and facilit ated 
collaborat ions w ith scient if ic teams from 

other universit ies, private indust ry, and federal laboratories in and outside UNM to tackle seemingly 
int ractable issues. Through these changes, we have developed substant ial facult y and staff t raining and 
educat ion opportunit ies to build  their careers, not  only to assure know ledge of compliance and related 
mat ters. We have also been able to develop robust  mentoring programs, a vibrant  and extensive set  of 
shared facilit ies and cores to promote research, and several programs to encourage and facilit ate 
collaborat ion both w ithin and outside the universit y.

I also helped form, or led, the format ion of the numerous support  st ructures needed to promote or operate 
all aspects of technology t ransfer and commercializat ion, including several partnerships between local 
companies and the Universit y, including all aspects of technology t ransfer ? from patents to corporate 
start -ups ? result ing in 74 new  companies since 20 0 4; of which f ive were from my patents. W ith the backing 
of the universit y president , we shepherded a b ill t hrough the NM legislature to form a Bioscience Authorit y 
(20 17), the f irst  public-private ent it y to oversee the state?s development  of b ioscience companies. The 
governor, speaker of the house, senate pro temp, and three universit y presidents all appoint  1-2 members to 
the board of d irectors. Being a t rusted non-part isan advocate and leader, I was elected by the board to be 
President  and Chair. We have launched new  init iat ives, including a ?community-ready? program and 
co-investment  opportunit ies. The ent it y st rengthens the societal impact  of facult y research, creates jobs, and 
provides new  educat ional program opportunit ies. We are current ly seeking a $50 M direct  investment  fund 
from the state that  w ill be matched by private investment  for b iotechnology startups in New  Mexico.

Continued on next page    
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Continued from previous page

I also helped form and lead mult i-state universit y consort ia which has g iven me a deep appreciat ion for the 
d iverse nature of inst itut ions, the need to recognize and promote ind ividual st rengths and the challenges of 
unif ied act ion. As one example, I worked w ith the Presidents and Vice Presidents for Research throughout  
our region to form the Mountain West  Research Consort ium (MW RC; 20 10 ), which was created to build  
regional research capacit y and includes eleven state universit ies from seven states. We obtained funding for 
an undergraduate ?exchange? summer experience, a mini-sabbat ical program, and a joint  p ilot  project  award 
to encourage collaborat ion. 

During the 12 years I d irected our graduate program in the SOM as Senior Associate Dean for Research, we 
expanded new  degree offerings to include an MD/ PhD program, an MS in Clinical Research, and a combined 
BA/ MD/ PhD ? all programs w ith high graduat ion rates ? increasing qualit y and the d iversit y of students. 

Describe your leadership  role w it h TriCore Reference Laboratories.

Innovat ive clinical partnerships are crit ical to moving state health and healthcare forward. Business 
partnerships must  overcome substant ial challenges in integrat ion and cultural d if ferences. TriCore is 
arguably the most  successful and robust  business partnership that  UNM and UNMH have been part  of. I was 
part  of a group at  UNM, Presbyterian, and St  Vincent?s ( led by a coalit ion of the pathology chair, leader of 
the Presbyterian Pathology group, and three hospital CEOs) who formed and p lanned TriCore Reference 
Laboratories, which has grown into a $270 M enterprise and New  Mexico?s 9th largest  company. As it s 
Medical Director for f ive years and a t rusted Board member for 20  years, including three terms as Board 
Chair and 4  terms as Finance Chair, we?ve been able to preserve the pract ice of our facult y from outside 
corporate ent it ies, provide a new  statew ide service, offer nat ionally renowned consult  and test ing services, 
and reduce universit y laboratory costs. Innovat ive partnerships are crit ical to moving a state forward and 
d ip lomacy is key to hold ing these types of relat ionships together and overcoming substant ial challenges in 
integrat ion and of cultural t ransformat ion. 

Could  you highlight  some of your accomplishments w ith t he Clinical 
and Translat ional Science Center?

In addit ion to my dut ies as Execut ive Vice Chancellor and Vice 
Chancellor for Research, I was also the PI and Director of our Clinical 
and Translat ional Science Award (CTSA) from 20 0 5 to 20 23. This 
award, which funds our Clinical and Translat ional Science Center, 
reaches across all departments and colleges, and has promoted 
integrat ion among the clinical p lat form, research act ivit ies and 
educat ional unit s. We have also developed research and health care 
collaborat ions in every county in New  Mexico through our 
community-engagement  core of the CTSA, a unique and novel core 
among CTSAs nat ionally. We have also enabled health care innovat ion 
statew ide through events such as our annual ?Hackathon,? and our 
commercializat ion courses that  the CTSA co-designed and init ially 
funded w ith the Colleges of Medicine, Engineering and Pharmacy. 
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This has great ly advanced health care in New  Mexico and UNM HSC prominence nat ionally. The CTSA also 
provides key p ilot  funding, essent ial t raining and a career mentoring program for our facult y which has been 
w ild ly successful.  

W hat  are your t ransit ion p lans over t he next  year, af ter ret iring  from UNM?  

I spent  the last  12-14 months of my t ime at  UNM looking for where I wanted to live in the US that  would 
sat isfy my desire to be in an act ive, vibrant  community. I also focused on low  taxat ion states including 
Arizona, Florida, Texas, and Oklahoma and the cit ies that  had robust  cultural, music and arts communit ies. I 
found a wonderful p lace in Edmond, OK in a golf course community called Oakt ree. Those of you who know  
a lit t le about  golf may have heard of OakTree Nat ional ? I live by the 14th hole. I have also fallen in line w ith 
the grow ing popularit y of p ickleball and now  play at  least  once per week. I also have many hobbies and 
interests ? and now  I have t ime to pursue them. I am serving on a corporate board of d irectors and have had 
opportunit ies for consult ing on a variety of top ics, p lus a job offer or two, but  I am being very select ive and 
do not  really want  to work too much? ?  Ret irement  is completely underrated, and I would st rongly 
recommend it . 
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FEATURE

UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY

NEW  MEXICO OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL INVESTIGATOR

BY HEATHER J H EDGAR, PHD, PROFESSOR, AND

ANNA MEDENDORP RAUTMAN, PHD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

W hat  is forensic anthropology? 

Medendorp: Forensic anthropology is, at  it s core, the use of anthropological 
methods in a forensic context . W hich is a great  example of a definit ion that  is 
not  overly helpful! Anthropology is the study of people. From living people 
and their social interact ions, to the physical remains of ind ividuals who lived 
many years ago, to the genet ic relat ionships between groups, and even the 
study of humanity?s closest  relat ives. 

The subdiscip line that  includes studying the remains of ind ividuals who lived 
many years ago is called b iological or physical anthropology, or evolut ionary 
anthropology at  UNM. Research on ind ividuals who lived many years ago 
draws on methods of est imat ing the age and sex of ind ividuals as well as 
other characterist ics. In terms of understanding the lives and deaths of 
ind ividuals, pract it ioners learn to recognize d if ferent  markers of health as well 
as evidence of t rauma and to d if ferent iate t rauma from postmortem damage. 

W hat  is t he background of a Forensic Anthropolog ist? 

Edgar: To be a forensic anthropologist  one needs to be an anthropologist  and 
an osteologist , meaning you have specialized know ledge about  bones and 
teeth. Current ly, to be a board-cert if ied forensic anthropologist  one must  
have a Ph.D. in anthropology, although the American Board of Forensic 
Anthropology is considering creat ing a non-d ip lomate t ier that  only requires 
a masters. Experience in casework and passing an examinat ion are also 
required. 

How  d id  you develop a connect ion w ith t he Off ice of  t he Medical 
Invest igator?  

Edgar: Prior to joining the facult y at  OMI, I was the curator of the Laboratory 
of Human Osteology at  the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology. OMI and the 
Maxwell have a decades-long relat ionship. The Maxwell stores all of the cold, 
unident if ied cases for the OMI and provides materials and space for t raining 
fellows in forensic anthropology. The OMI facilit ates the grow th of the Maxwell?s documented skeletal 
collect ion by allow ing use of equipment  for body processing. W hile at  the Maxwell, I managed this 
relat ionship and got  to know  the excellent  facult y and staff at  the OMI. I feel privileged to have had the 
opportunit y to join the team.

Medendorp: As a student , I studied under and worked for Dr. Edgar at  the Laboratory of Human Osteology. 
Early on I began help ing w ith the donor processing which f irst  int roduced me to OMI. From there I 
developed the connect ions which lead to my posit ion at  OMI. Init ially I was just  processing (cleaning) cases 
to be sent  to Texas for anthropological examinat ion. Then, once Dr. Edgar joined the facult y here, I worked as 
an anthropological morphology technician. And after I graduated, I applied to join the facult y!   
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How is t he New  Mexico OMI d if ferent  f rom other medical examiners? off ices? 

Medendorp: OMI is t ruly unique among medical examiner?s off ices. Part  of this uniqueness derives from the 
physical facilit y, which is 13 years old (most  ME?s off ices are MUCH older)  and equipped w ith excellent  cold 
storage, autopsy space, and CT and MRI. There are even dedicated anthropology spaces! The space, coupled 
w ith the facts that  OMI resides w ithin UNM HSC and is a cent ralized off ice that  serves the ent ire state, means 
OMI is unlike any other off ice in the US.

W hat  are some of t he challenges of t his f ield? 

Medendorp: I think one of the b igger challenges of forensic anthropology is how  those outside the 
profession view  what  it  is we do. I cannot  begin to count  the number of t imes someone w ill compare what  I 
do to the TV show  Bones. And I guess it  is somewhat  similar ? to the extent  that  Star Trek is like what  NASA 
does! But  just  as ER, House, and other medical dramas are highly dramat ized, simplif ied, and idealized 
representat ions of the medical f ield , so too are Bone and CSI to forensic anthropology. 

Edgar: For me the challenges relate to incorporat ing anthropological perspect ive into forensic work, not  just  
the ?nuts and bolt s? methods. Anthropologists view  persons as components of cultural systems, including 
family, community, nat ion, and worldw ide. Economics, relig ion, and many other cultural factors guide 
ind ividuals? life t rajectories, including determining who becomes a forensic anthropology case at  OMI. 
Including this perspect ive in our research can guide the methods we develop; including it  in our casework 
might  d irect ly help w ith ident if icat ion.

W hich accomplishments are you most  proud of? 

Edgar: Early in my t ime at  OMI I suggested isotopic analyses of hair could add informat ion about  what  
happened to two decedents. We?ve also used radiocarbon dat ing to determine whether bone was of 
medicolegal signif icance. These methods had not  previously been applied to casework at  OMI. I?d also say 
that  the development  of the New  Mexico Decedent  Image Database (nmdid.unm.edu) which allows 
researchers access to over 15,0 0 0  whole-body CT scans from OMI cases is probably the best  project  I?ve 
ever been involved w ith.

Medendorp: In my short  t ime in the f ield  so far, there have been a few  cases where I really was able to 
cont ribute. One example was a possib le gun shot  wound to a part ly burned decedent . For this case, I was 
able to sort  through the burned fragments to f ind the p iece that  proved the decedent  was not  shot . More 
recent ly and on a d if ferent  case, I was able to ident ify t rauma as a gunshot  whereas the pathologists had not  
been able to do so. So often all we?re able to say is that  there is no evidence of perimortem t rauma. W hile 
that  is very important  to know, it  does not  help to answer what  happened to the ind ividual. These two cases 
were clarif ied by my applicat ion of anthropological methods.

W hat  are your favorite moments? 

Medendorp: For the most  part , my favorite moments are those along the same lines as proud 
accomplishments. But  aside from that , my other favorite moments have to do w ith teaching. W hether talking 
to the fellows, residents, medial students, paramedics, or a visit  to talk to high school students, I love get t ing 
a chance to talk about  what  I do. 

Edgar: I love when there?s a really complex quest ion and I get  to work w ith a team to f ind answers. The 
quest ion might  be regard ing a complex t rauma case, or a d if f icult  excavat ion. But  it  also might  be the best  
way to collect  data for later analysis or some other research related quest ion. It ?s that  ?aha!? moment  that  
keeps me mot ivated. 
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Regardless, the fellows cont inued to hone their d iagnost ic skills and raise the standards in our fellowship. I 
am rout inely impressed by our fellows? d isp lay of camaraderie and w illingness to p itch in whenever help is 
needed ? and w ithout  being asked. We are proud to have these four as alumni and thank them for all of their 
outstanding work this past  year! 

FELLOWSHIPS

CYTOPATHOLOGY
BY  NADJA FALK, MD, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR CYTOPATHOLOGY FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM

Kaia Adams, MD 

Dr. Adams is orig inally from South Dakota. She earned her MD at  Saba Universit y 
School of Medicine and completed her AP/ CP residency t raining at  the Universit y 
of South Dakota. During the t raining year Kaia took on an important  qualit y 
improvement  project  w ith our hematology-oncology colleagues at  UNM Cancer 
Center, focusing on qualit y assessment  of bone marrow  smear preparat ions and 
t rephine core b iopsies. Kaia also took an interest  in the use of recent  and novel 
immunohistochemical stains used in lymphoma evaluat ion and gave an excellent  
Tumor Marker presentat ion on this top ic. After graduat ion, Dr. Adams heads up to 
the beaut iful Pacif ic Northwest  to start  a private pract ice posit ion at  Pacif ic 
Pathology Associates in Salem, OR. 

The Universit y of New  Mexico Department  of Pathology is p leased to 
recognize our graduat ing cytopathology fellow, Dr. Merry Spradling. Dr. 
Spradling at tended osteopathic school at  The Arizona College of Medicine. 
She completed her AP/ CP pathology residency at  Centura Health at  
Penrose-St . Francis, where she also served as chief resident . Dr. Spradling is a 
ballroom dancer and was even an assistant  dance inst ructor prior to medical 
school. W ith a dog and a cat , she is an animal lover and also loves the 
outdoors. During her fellowship she went  on several hiking t rips, including to 
Moab, Utah. 

During the course of her fellowship, Dr. Spradling has honed her d iagnost ic 
skills and become outstanding at  performing ult rasound-guided f ine needle 
aspirat ions. We would like to take this opportunit y to thank Dr. Spradling for 
her hard work, resident / medical student  teaching and the many improvements she has made to the 
service overall. We are excited she w ill be remaining at  the UNM Department  of Pathology to 
complete the Surg ical Pathology Fellowship. 

Michael Franklin, DO 

Dr. Franklin, orig inally from A laska, earned her DO at  Pacif ic Northwest  Universit y 
of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine. She completed her AP/ CP 
residency t raining at  the Universit y of New  Mexico where we happily got  to keep 
her for fellowship t raining. Michael has a number of research and QI interests, one 
of which was a project  on cytochemical myeloperoxidase test ing, a key assay for 
leukemia subtyping. Addit ionally, Michael delivered an outstanding presentat ion 
on new  developments in VEXAS syndrome and has mult ip le publicat ions 
submit ted or in progress w ith hematopathology facult y. We congratulate Michael 
on all of her achievements!

Please welcome our incoming 20 23-24  Cytopathology Fellow :

Andres Mind iola Romero, MD 

Dr. Mindiola Romero earned his MD at  Universit y of Zulia School of Medicine in 
Venezuela and completed AP/ CP t raining at  Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center. 
He was the junior member on mult ip le CAP commit tees and this year served on 
the Society of Hematopathology Educat ion Commit tee. Andres gave mult ip le 
presentat ions, including the Department  of Pathology Seminar Series, on a 
longstanding QI interest  of his on peripheral b lood smear ut ilizat ion. He remained 
academically product ive w ith mult ip le f irst  author manuscrip ts published or in 
process. On top of this he, and his w ife Dr. Fat ima Rodriguez, welcomed daughter 
Olivia this past  December! Andres w ill next  take on a Transfusion Medicine 
Fellowship at  UNM.

Troy Tenney, DO

Degree: DO from Midwestern Universit y, Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine

AP/ CP Residency: Emory Universit y, School of Medicine, Department  of Pathology 
and Laboratory Medicine 

Coming from his Gynecologic Pathology Fellowship at  Stanford Universit y, Palo 
A lto, CA
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FELLOWSHIPS

HEMATOPATHOLOGY 
BY DANIEL BABU, MD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR HEMATOPATHOLOGY FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM

The UNM Hematopathology Division and Fellowship Program is happy to recognize this year?s phenomenal 
class of hematopathology fellows. The group delivered top-notch care to pat ients both local and nat ionw ide, 
part icipated in resident  and medical school teaching, and presented many outstanding interest ing case 
conferences and scholarly works throughout  the year. The fellows also faced the unique challenge of having 
to learn two compet ing hematopathology classif icat ion systems that  emerged at  the start  of the fellowship, 
and as facult y having to navigate these same challenges, the learning experience felt  much less cumbersome 
having this group eager to learn alongside us.       

Continued on next page 

Jordan Redemann, MD 

Dr. Redemann earned his MD at  Universit y of Oklahoma and came to UNM where 
he completed his AP/ CP residency, during which he served as chief resident  and 
was a recip ient  of the 20 22 Resident  of the Year Award. During fellowship, Jordan 
part icipated in TriCore?s d ig ital hematopathology validat ion w ith Dr. Vasef and 
other colleagues, also provid ing much-needed inst ruct ion to facult y on it s uses. 
Jordan gave mult ip le presentat ions during the year on machine learning and 
art if icial intelligence, a top ic in which he has a deep and longstanding interest , 
result ing in mult ip le publicat ions. We look forward to having Jordan st ick around 
at  TriCore for another year as he next  takes on a Molecular Genet ic Pathology 
Fellowship. 



FELLOWSHIPS

FORENSIC PATHOLOGY 
BY DR. LAUREN DVORSCAK, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, ASSISTANT CHIEF MEDICAL INVESTIGATOR, 
DIRECTOR FORENSIC PATHOLOGY FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM

The Universit y of New  Mexico Forensic Pathology Fellowship is honored to have the opportunit y to 
recognize our outstanding fellows graduat ing in June 20 23. This group of fellows have been an invaluable, 
integral part  of our d ivision by provid ing autopsy and general medico-legal services to the state of New  
Mexico during their fast -paced, year-long fellowship. They all handled a w ide variety of complex, often 
high-profile cases w ith the utmost  professionalism and integrit y. 

Audra Kerw in, MD (January 20 21-20 22)

Dr. Audra Kerw in graduated in January 20 22, and we would like to take the 
opportunit y to formally recognize her hard work and dedicat ion to the Off ice of 
the Medical Invest igator. Dr. Kerw in received her medical degree from the 
Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine and completed AP/ CP residency 
w ith the Pathology Department  at  the Universit y of New  Mexico Health Sciences 
Center. After realizing the error of her ways in lim ited pursuit  of another 
subspecialt y, she recognized her t rue calling to forensic pathology and instead, 
joined us mid-year in 20 21. She has taken a special interest  in hospital autopsy 
services and cont inues to entertain us w ith her choice of music in the autopsy 
suite. Chances are, if  t he Bee Gees are p laying, Dr. Kerw in is somewhere in the 
autopsy suite. Dr. Kerw in formally joined the Off ice of the Medical Invest igator in 
February 20 22 and is a valued member of our team of facult y. 

Brit t any DePasquale, MD

Dr. Brit tany DePasquale received her medical degree from State Universit y of 
New  York Upstate Medical Universit y and completed AP/ CP residency at  Hospital 
of the Universit y of Pennsylvania. She completed a Pediat ric Pathology 
Fellowship at  the Children?s Hospital of Philadelphia prior to joining us at  the 
Off ice of the Medical Invest igator. W ith her background, she consulted on no less 
than every p lacenta we had this year, politely telling us all t hat  what  we were 
seeing was, in fact , completely normal (despite our best  object ions). She w ill be 
rejoining the Children?s Hospital of Philadelphia after leaving us? . but  we w ill 
likely st ill be sending her p ictures of all our p lacentas for a second look.  

Kimberly Johnson, MD

Dr. Kimberly Johnson received her medical degree from Georgetown Universit y 
School of Medicine and completed AP/ CP t raining at  the Medical College of 
W isconsin Aff iliated Hospitals. Dr. Johnson takes the ?work-hard, p lay-hard? 
mentalit y to a whole new  level. A  normal weekend for Dr. Johnson is to t ravel to 
another state and hit  no less than three concerts, before coming back on Monday 
to tackle a mult ip le gunshot  wound homicide, chat t ing w ith us about  her t ravels 
while she does so. The rest  of us, on the other hand, are usually st ill t ired on 
Monday from simply staying home. Dr. Johnson w ill be joining the Georgia 
Bureau of Invest igat ion as a forensic pathologist  after leaving us in June. 

Ryan Braunberger, MD 

Degree: MD from Universit y of Washington 
AP/ CP residency: The Universit y of New  Mexico 
Staying here in ABQ for fellowship

Aust in Green, MD

Degree: MD from Indiana Universit y
AP/ CP residency: Universit y of Washington
Coming from Seat t le, WA

Clay Kib ler, MD

Degree: MD from Universit y of Texas Medical Branch School of Medicine
AP/ CP residency: The Universit y of New  Mexico
Staying here in ABQ for fellowship

Amirah Kuzu, MD 

Degree: MD from Texas Tech Universit y Health Sciences Center 
AP/ CP residency: Orlando Health 
Coming from Orlando, FL

Please welcome our new  20 23-24  Hematopathology fellows:
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FELLOWSHIPS

MOLECULAR GENETIC PATHOLOGY 
BY MOHAMMAD VASEF, MD, PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR MOLECULAR GENETIC PATHOLOGY  FELLOW SHIP 
PROGRAM

The Universit y of New  Mexico Molecular Genet ic Pathology (MGP) Fellowship program is p leased to 
recognize our outstanding MGP fellows, graduat ing June 30 , 20 23, Dr. Elise R. Venable and Dr. Ashish R. 
Pat il. Elise and Ashish have been invaluable assets to our Department  of Pathology and TriCore Molecular 
Diagnost ic Laboratories in their d irect  involvement  w ith molecular tests opt imizat ions and validat ions 
among other cont ribut ions in pat ient?s care. Elise and Ashish had impressive performance in all areas of 
MGP fellowship w ith excellent  evaluat ions from all rotat ion d irectors. Both Elise and Ashish p layed a 
signif icant  role in covering the UNM Cancer Center and outside clients? needs in molecular genet ic 
pathology-related test ing. 

Please welcome our new  20 23-24  Forensic Fellows: 
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Allison Hade, DO

Degree: 
DO from Des Moines 
Universit y College of 
Osteopathic Medicine

AP/ CP Residency: 
The Universit y of 

New  Mexico 
School of Medicine

Staying here in 
A lbuquerque, NM

Kristan Abernathy, MD

Degree: 
MD from Universit y of 
South Carolina SOM, 

Greenville, SC 

AP/ CP Residency: 
Universit y of Virg inia 

Coming from 
Charlot tesville, VA

Cassie MacRae, MD 

Degree: 
MD from the Royal 

College of Surgeons 
( Ireland)

AP/ CP Residency: 
Beth Israel Deaconess 

Medical Center 

Coming from Boston, MA

Harley Schainost , MD

Dr. Harley Schainost  received her medical degree from the Universit y of Kansas 
School of Medicine and completed her AP/ CP residency w ith us at  the Universit y of 
New  Mexico School of Medicine. Dr. Schainost  is perhaps the most  likely of our 
fellows to show  up on Monday w ith bright  p ink hair, wearing a Disney-themed 
princess shirt , and act  like everything is just  as it  was last  Friday, at  least  unt il her 
phone rings and we are all graced w ith the Dexter theme song. Dr. Schainost  w ill be 
returning home to Kansas to work at  the Sedgw ick County Regional Forensic 
Science Center as a forensic pathologist . Her style w ill certainly be missed. 

David  Negrete, MD

Degree: 
MD from Loma Linda 

Universit y SOM

AP/ CP Residency: Cedars 
Sinai Medical Center

Coming from Los 
Angeles, CA   

Elise Venable, MBBS

Dr. Elise Venable received her Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from 
Louisiana State Universit y and her M.B.B.S. degree from the Universit y of 
Queensland, School of Medicine in Aust ralia. She then completed her combined 
AP/ CP pathology residency at  Mayo Clinic, School of Medicine in Rochester, 
Minnesota before she came to us last  academic year for her fellowship in 
hematopathology. We were so fortunate to recruit  her for our MGP fellowship 
after complet ion of her hematopathology fellowship here at  UNM. Dr. Venable 
has been an outstanding communicator for UNM Cancer Center as well as for 
UNM/ TriCore clients, addressing their quest ions and needs on complicated

Natalie Taylor, MD

Dr. Natalie Taylor received her degree from the Universit y of W isconsin School of 
Medicine and Public Health. She completed AP/ CP residency at  the Universit y of 
W isconsin Hospitals and Clinics. Dr. Taylor is the most  likely of our fellows to w itness 
a crime scene on her way to work, which has always made us wonder if  we shouldn?t  
shield her vehicle w ith bullet -proof g lass. Speaking of vehicles, if  you ever need to 
know  if  you can camp in the back of a RAV-4, Dr. Taylor w ill w illing ly lay down in the 
back of hers to check it  out  for you, saving you embarrassment  at  the car 
dealership. We w ill t ruly miss her as she leaves us to return to W isconsin, where she 
has accepted a posit ion w ith the Dane County Medical Examiner?s Off ice. 

molecular tests. Elise enjoyed teaching the pathology residents and t rainees from other departments 
during their rotat ions in molecular pathology. Her enthusiasm in teaching was very much appreciated by all 
t he t rainees that  interacted w ith her. 

In addit ion to her d irect  involvement  in molecular assay opt imizat ions and validat ions, Dr. Venable has been 
product ive in her scholarly act ivit ies. She received mult ip le Foucar Foundat ion awards and has been an 
author on an excellent  publicat ion ent it led 'Acute leukemias w ith complex karyotype show  a similarly poor 
outcome independent  of mixed, myeloid, or lymphoblast ic phenotype: A  Study from the Bone Marrow  
Pathology Group,? in the Journal of Leukemia Research. Elise has been honored by ASCP as a Top 40  under 
Forty physician in pathology and laboratory medicine and has served on the CAP Cytogenet ics Commit tee. 
Dr. Venable is joining a private pathology pract ice at  Bapt ist  Health Hospital in Lit t le Rock Arkansas upon 
leaving the Universit y of New  Mexico.  



FELLOWSHIPS

SURGICAL PATHOLOGY 
BY SHW ETA AGARWAL MD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR SURGICAL PATHOLOGY 
FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM

We also welcome our incoming 20 23-24  Surg ical Pathology Fellow :

We congratulate our graduat ing fellows and would  like to welcome our new  
20 23-24  Molecular Genet ic Pathology Fellows:
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Jordan Redemann, MD

Degree: MD from Universit y of Oklahoma College of Medicine

AP/ CP Residency: The Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine

Staying here in A lbuquerque, NM 

Ryan Rebbe, MD

Degree: MD from St . George?s Universit y School of Medicine ? Grenada 

AP/ CP Residency: The Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine

Staying here in A lbuquerque, NM

Ryland Richards, MD

Dr. Ryland Richards received his MD degree from New  York Upstate Medical 
Universit y. Before joining UNM as surg ical pathology fellow, he completed an 
AP/ CP residency at  Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center.

During his fellowship, Ryland has become proficient  in d iagnosis of both 
cancer as well as non-cancer cases spanning a large variety of organ 
systems. He has also part icipated in resident  educat ion by teaching them 
both at  the scope as well as during "Unknown conferences." 

Ryland?s year at  UNM has been ext remely product ive! His scholarly act ivit ies 
include teaching in medical school and cont ribut ing towards the ?Concepts 
in Pathology and Tissue Morphology b lock? under my leadership. In 
addit ion, he was the f irst  author on an orig inal art icle we published together 
in Head and Neck pathology on ?Verrucous squamoproliferat ive lesions of 
the oral cavit y.?

Ryland is all set  to join the Department  of Pathology at  
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center as facult y start ing July 20 23. On 
behalf of all AP facult y, I w ish Dr. Richards all t he best  in his future 
endeavors. I am confident  he w ill be an asset  at  any department  he chooses 
to work.  

Merry (Beth)  Sprad ling, DO

Degree: DO from Arizona College of Medicine, Midwestern Universit y, Glendale AZ 

AP/ CP Residency: Centura Health at  Penrose-St . Francis 

Coming from her Cytopathology fellowship here at  UNM 

Ashish Pat il, MD, PhD

Dr. Ashish Pat il received his medical degree from the Universit y of Jawaherlal 
Nehro, Medical College in Ind ia, and his PhD degree in Biomedical Sciences w ith 
emphasis in Cancer Biology from SUNY in A lbany, New  York. He then 
completed his combined AP/ CP pathology residency at  Louisiana State 
Universit y followed by a fellowship in hematopathology at  the Universit y of 
Miami in Florida. We were so happy that  Ashish accepted our offer and joined 
our MGP fellowship here at  UNM/ TriCore. Ashish?s prior PhD and 
hematopathology t raining had made him ready to take over essent ially all t he 
tasks in our MGP fellowship t raining from the start  of his 1st  day. 

Ashish has been one of the most  hardworking fellows that  we had since the start  of our fellowship back in 
20 07. He act ively part icipated and cont ributed signif icant ly in validat ion of the MSI-MLR test  at  TriCore. 
Ashish was proact ive in reaching out  to oncologists and hematologists from UNM Cancer center, and many 
clients, help ing them w ith their quest ions and clarif icat ions on complex molecular tests. Ashish presented a 
comprehensive lecture ent it led ?Molecular Test ing in Cancer? to 1st  year medical students that  was very well 
taken by the part icipat ing students. Dr. Pat il has been the author on a very interest ing report  of a light  
chain rest ricted atyp ical follicular hyperp lasia after COVID19 booster that  was recent ly published in 
Virchows Archives. Dr. Pat il is joining Roche Pharma upon leaving the Universit y of New  Mexico.  



FELLOWSHIPS

TRANSFUSION MEDICINE
BY JOSEPH GRIGGS, DO, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR TRANSFUSION MEDICINE 
FELLOW SHIP PROGRAM 

RESIDENT GRADUATION

RYAN BRAUNBERGER, MD  
BY EDGAR FISCHER, MD, PHD, PROFESSOR 
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favorite teams d idn?t  always w in their games. It  was great  to catch up w ith Ryan about  the events at  the 
Euro Cup and the World Cup as they unfolded, and the Euro Cup was st ill overshadowed by the pandemic. 
W hile the pandemic had some impact  on all of us, looking back we now  know  that  it  d id  not  impact  Ryan?s 
perseverance and his unique sense of humor.

We w ill miss Ryan as a resident  although we are looking forward to having him remain in our department  for 
another year as a Fellow  in Hematopathology.

.
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Dr. Ryan Braunberger received his Bachelor of Science in 
Microbiology from the Universit y of Montana in Missoula, and 
his M.D. degree from the Universit y of Washington School of 
Medicine in Seat t le.

During his residency Ryan completed mult ip le research 
projects including works about  HHV 8-negat ive effusion-based 
large B-cell lymphomas, primary squamous cell carcinoma of 
the thyroid, and the recognit ion of p lasmacytoid dendrit ic cells 
in CSF. He has mult ip le publicat ions in peer-reviewed journals, 
has presented his work at  nat ional meet ings, and presented an 
impressive hour-long talk about  the W HO classif icat ion of 
cent ral nervous system tumors at  our Pathology Department  
Seminar Series.

One of the most  important  memories I have about  Ryan?s t ime 
as a resident  is his expert ise in European and worldw ide soccer 
(somet imes also referred to as football) . His know ledge is 
impressive, and his enthusiasm is infect ious, even when his 

Please welcome our incoming 20 23-24  Transfusion Medicine Fellow :

Andres Mind iola Romero, MD 

Degree: MD from Universit y of Zulia School of Medicine, Maracaibo, Venezuela  

AP/ CP Residency: Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 

Coming from his Hematopathology fellowship here at  UNM



RESIDENT GRADUATION

ALLISON HADE, DO 
BY HEATHER JARRELL, MD, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, CHIEF MEDICAL INVESTIGATOR 
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and has also done professional costume design, for which I may be begging for help w ith my children?s 
Halloween costumes in the fall (spoiler alert ) . She enjoys knit t ing, w rit ing, and art  ? and was once a t rained 
opera singer! She may also be one of the youngest  authors on a medical publicat ion, which is from 1987, 
when her father added her name to his manuscrip t  as a joke (see her CV for validat ion). 

We are excited that  Dr. Hade w ill cont inue her educat ion in forensic pathology at  the OMI beginning in July 
20 23. Follow ing graduat ion, Dr. Hade p lans to begin her career at  the Iowa State Off ice of the Medical 
Examiner. 

Congratulat ions, Dr. Hade! 

RESIDENT GRADUATION

CLAYTON KIBLER, MD  
BY: DR. QIAN-YUN ZHANG, MD, PHD, PROFESSOR 

Outside work, Clay has many interests. He is a serious mountain b iker. If  you see someone b iking in the 
foothills, that  may be him. Ask him about  the hiking and b iking t rails of Sandia Mountain ? he can tell you all 
about  it ! He is also quite an accomplished p iano p layer and almost  got  a minor degree in p iano. His favorite 
composers are Chopin, Liszt , and Beethoven. Clay is a compet it ive video game player and often part icipates 
in online livest ream compet it ions. Did you know  he won f irst  p lace in the New  Mexico Super Smash Bros 
Melee tournament? He was the second-place w inner at  a local tournament  a few  weeks ago. 
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I met  Dr. Hade on her f irst  rotat ion at  the Off ice of the Medical 
Invest igator (OMI), where she worked ext remely hard, g ladly 
took whatever cases were assigned during morning report , and 
d iligent ly worked to f igure out  what  caused death and to learn 
from it . Most  recent ly, Dr. Hade took an interest  in an emerging 
f ield  in forensic pathology, forensic genet ic genealogy, where 
she conducted interviews w ith staff at  the Nat ional Center on 
Missing and Exploited Children on a recent ly posit ively 
ident if ied decedent  from 1985 through the use of this method. I 
was impressed w ith her depth of research on this top ic, which is 
st ill considered the ?w ild , w ild  west  of genet ics? w ith regards to 
forensics. Afterwards she gave a very moving presentat ion at  
UNM Pathology Grand Rounds, which was preceded by a 
presentat ion at  the Iowa State Off ice of the Medical Examiner. 

Dr. A llison Hade at tended medical school at  the Des Moines 
Universit y College of Osteopathic Medicine. She at tended the 
Universit y of Iowa prior to medical school. Impressively, Dr. 
Hade t rained as an archaeologist  prior to going into medicine 

Dr. Clay Kib ler started his AP/ CP residency program in 20 19 
and he is graduat ing this year. He w ill stay at  UNM Department  
of Pathology as our Hematopathology Fellow  in two months 
and w ill cont inue w ith the Molecular Genet ic Pathology 
Fellowship the follow ing year.

Clay obtained his bachelor?s in science from the Universit y of 
Texas at  Aust in w ith high honors. He received his MD and MMS 
degrees at  the Universit y of Texas Medical Branch at  
Galveston. 

During his med school, he worked on Ehrlichia chaffeensis as 
his MMS research project  and cont inued after med school for a 
year as a research associate on the same project . He 
generated preliminary data to help w rite a NIH R0 1 grant . This 
work was presented at  the 28th annual meet ing of the 
American Society for Ricket t sology and was also published 
w ith Clay as the f irst  author.

Clay has four peer reviewed publicat ions, two of them as f irst  
author.



RESIDENT GRADUATION

RYAN REBBE, MD  
BY AUDRA KERW IN, MD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

 

I have had the p leasure of know ing Dr. Rebbe since his f irst  
rotat ion at  UNM when we were on surg ical pathology together at  
the VA. Even as a f irst -year resident , Dr. Rebbe impressed me 
w ith his sharp eye for histology and broad medical know ledge. 
Over the years I have watched him grow  into a well-rounded 
pathologist  whose many accomplishments include serving as 
chief of residents, several co-authored publicat ions, numerous 
teaching sessions, and presentat ions including grand rounds.

Aside from his accomplished CV, Dr. Rebbe?s developing passion 
for neuropathology has led him to be able to pursue an excit ing 
opportunit y at  the Universit y of Southern California in Los 
Angeles, further adding to his long list  of accolades. I have no 
doubt  that , combined w ith the expert ise in molecular pathology 
that  he w ill acquire during his fellowship at  UNM next  year, he 
w ill be a skillful, highly desired neuropathologist  in a short  t ime.

The UNM Department  of Pathology is lucky to have such bright  
residents as Dr. Rebbe, and we are excited for him to be staying 
around for another year.as a Molecular Genet ic Pathology Fellow.  
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Harley Schainost  p ictured w ith husband, Cole, and 
daughter, Mazikeen.

RESIDENT GRADUATION

MARY TORREZ, MD  
BY DANIEL BABU, MD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

Clearly Mary has many clinical and scholarly accomplishments, but  also impressive is the reputat ion Mary 
built  as an immensely support ive colleague and mentor. W hen Mary won the inaugural Resident  Educator of 
the Year award in 20 22, comments from the nominat ions highlighted her above-and-beyond w illingness to 
teach colleagues and making sure junior residents d id not  feel ?left  behind.? And I st rongly suspect  she w ill 
carry these at t ributes into the next  phase of her career.

Dr. Torrez graduated this past  Fall and w ill be heading north to Ann Arbor, MI to take on a surg ical pathology 
fellowship at  Universit y of Michigan, followed by genitourinary pathology fellowship t raining at  Ind iana 
Universit y. We appreciate all of Mary?s cont ribut ions to UNM and the Department  of Pathology and are 
incredib ly proud of everything she has accomplished in her journey here!

Dr. Mary Torrez, a lifelong New  Mexican, at tended medical school 
at  Universit y of New  Mexico, during which t ime our department  
got  to know  her well during her post -sophomore fellowship year. I 
recall working w ith Mary during my own t raining year at  UNM, 
and I would have never known she was a medical student  
applying for residency and not  a senior resident  applying for 
fellowship! Her mot ivat ion and passion for pathology were clear, 
and I knew  she was onto a promising career. 

Her accomplishments in residency have been numerous. She 
published a brilliant  review  on acquired megaloblast ic anemia in 
the Internat ional Journal of Laboratory Hematology which was 
the journal?s # 1 viewed art icle of 20 22. Mary has published 
mult ip le other art icles, several as 1st  author. In 20 22 she was also 
a recip ient  of the Society of ?67 Scholar Award by the Associat ion 
for Pathology Chairs, and she recent ly presented a project  at  the 
20 23 USCAP meet ing that  was nominated for a Stowell-Orbison 
Award.
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Harley Schainost  p ictured w ith husband, Cole, and 
daughter, Mazikeen.



OUR NEW RESIDENTS
PLEASE JOIN US IN W ELCOMING OUR INCOMING PGY1 RESIDENTS!

FACULTY NEWS  

Jennifer Gillet te, PhD, from Associate Professor to 
Professor Tenure Track

Joseph Griggs, DO, from Assistant  Professor to Associate 
Professor Clinician Educator

Evelyn Lockhart , MD, MScBMC, from Associate Professor 
to Professor Clinician Educator

Marian Rollins-Raval, MD, MPH, from Associate Professor 
to Professor Clinician Educator 

Jain Zhou, MD, PhD, from Assistant  Professor to Associate 
Professor Clinician Educator
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Molly Biggs, MD

Dr. Biggs w ill be joining us from the Universit y of New  Mexico School of Medicine. 
Molly earned her Medical Laboratory Sciences degree from Universit y of Washington, 
working f irst  at  Seat t le Children?s Hospital and then as a lead tech at  Southwest  Labs 
in ABQ. During med school she helped develop a protocol at  the OMI for f low  
cytomet ry in autopsies, a project  presented at  AAFS, and also spent  t ime on our 
t ransfusions and hemepath services. She is a med school admissions commit tee 
member and also has a st rong interest  in medicolegal and restorat ive just ice work. 
Hobbies include gardening, w ild  foraging, craft s, and board games including D&D.

Roberta da Silva Ferreira Bilberry, MD

Dr. Bilberry graduated from medical school at  Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro 
(UFRJ) and worked in Brazil as a family medicine and ER physician for several years 
before moving to the USA. Roberta completed a rotat ion at  U of Louisville and also 
spent  t ime at  the NYU Center for Biospecimen Research & Development  learning 
histotechnology including immunohistochemist ry and QI/ QA processes. She list s 
being an amateur confect ioner, a Brazilian soap opera expert , a fan of Costco 
shopping, and being a godmother as her hobbies and interests. She is happy to be 
staying put  in ABQ where she lives w ith her husband who also works at  UNM.

Joseph Stenberg, DO

Dr. Stenberg w ill be joining UNM from the Rocky Vista Universit y College of 
Osteopathic Medicine w ith a Dist inct ion in Global Health. He is orig inally from 
Missouri and completed undergraduate studies at  Missouri State Universit y, during 
which t ime he studied abroad in China. Recent  research interests include pancreat ic 
cancer and vaccine rhetoric analysis. Joseph spent  an elect ive w ith our t ransfusion 
medicine group, and w ill be coming to UNM w ith his partner Dr. Emily Chea who w ill 
be start ing a residency in neurology. Hobbies include hiking, horror movies, 
Chinese-style hot  pot , and being a w ine & beer enthusiast .

Daramfon Udof ia, MD

Dr. Udofia, orig inally from Nigeria, graduated from A ll Saints Universit y SOM in 
Dominica where she then served as a medical school inst ructor and facult y advisor. 
She has a passion for medical educat ion and started the Pathology Out reach Program 
at  her school to raise awareness of our specialt y. During her pathology rotat ions she 
published a case report  on unusual portal t ract  remnants. Dara is also a member of 
the Internat ional Associat ion of Medical Science Educators and is an editor for their 
journal Medical Science Educators. She is an avid reader, w riter/ b logger, and enjoys 
running and hiking.

Angela Wandinger-Ness, PhD, and Larry Sklar, PhD, in 

collaborat ion w ith Laurie Hudson, PhD, College of 
Pharmacy, have obtained a patent  for their invent ion 

t it led: "Modulators of GTPases and Their Use." Their 
invent ion involves molecular modulators w ithin the Rho 
family of small GTPases and their use in t reat ing d iseases 

such as cancers, d iabetes ( t ype 1), Hunt ington's d isease, 

A lzheimer's d isease, and more. 
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The awards are presented at  the End of the Year Graduat ion Event . Follow ing is a 
summary of award recip ients since the init ial year. Congratulat ions to all of our inspiring 
educators and t rainees! 
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AWARDS HI STORY Continued 
PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT CLINICAL EDUCATION AWARDS 

The inaugural awards for clinical educat ion in the Pathology 
Department  were made in 20 0 9. These awards were init iated by 
then-current  Chair and former Vice Chair for Educat ion, Dr. Thomas 

W illiams, who was staunchly support ive of pathology teaching. The 
aim of the award program is to recognize clinical t rainees and teaching 

facult y in the Department . The Resident  in Training Award recognizes 
an excellent  resident  based on the ACGME competencies, and the 
Facult y Teaching Award is awarded to the facult y member best  

cont ribut ing to resident  educat ion.

The resident  award recip ient  is selected each year via nominat ions by 

the teaching facult y and coord inated by the residency d irector. Facult y 
nominate residents, provide just if icat ion for their select ion, and list  
notable accomplishments. The select ion criteria include a history of 

high-qualit y pat ient  care, excellent  medical know ledge, demonst rat ion 
of pract ice-based learning, superior communicat ion skills, 

professionalism, and understanding of systems-based pract ice.

The chief residents coord inate the select ion of the facult y award 
recip ient  by compiling nominat ions, d iscussing nominees w ith the 

residents, and ident ifying the recip ient  by consensus. The criteria for 
select ion include the degree of commitment  to resident  educat ion 

demonst rated by the facult y nominee. This is gauged by t ime spent  
teaching, the qualit y of this interact ion, and the degree of commitment  
evidenced by working w ith the residents on clinical, research, and 

educat ional projects.

In 20 22 the program was expanded by our current  Chair and 

Residency Program Director, Drs. Nancy Joste and Clarissa Krinsky, to 
include the Resident  Educator and Fellow  Educator Awards. Both 
awards are voted on by residents. The Resident  Educat ion Award 

st rives to recognize a resident  who demonst rates excellence in 
teaching their peers and other learners, who goes above and beyond 

to support  the educat ional mission of the program, and who is a w ise 
mentor for colleagues and junior residents. The Fellow  Educator 
Award recognizes a fellow  who demonst rates excellence in teaching 

the residents, who goes above and beyond in spending t ime w ith all 
learners, excels in pat ient  care and professionalism, and serves as a 

mentor and role model to residents.  

 

AWARDS HI STORY 

RESIDENT IN TRAINING AWARD

20 23 Christopher Cormier

20 22 Jordan Redemann

20 21 Kait lyn Nielson 

20 20  Audra Kerw in and Jolee Suddock 

20 19 Emily Helmrich 

20 18 Brit tany Coffman 

20 17 Aaron Rupp

20 16 Benjamin Ramos

20 15 Kacy Krehbiel

20 14 Lauren Dvorscak

20 13 Jennifer Pincus

20 12 Nichole Steid ler

20 11 Devon Chabot -Richards

20 10  Kelly Devers

20 0 9 Bharathi Vennapusa 
and Corinne Stobaugh

FELLOW  EDUCATOR AWARD

20 23 Andres Mindiola Romero 
(Hematopathology)

20 22 Arwyn Cunningham 
(Cytopathology)

FACULTY TEACHING AWARD

20 23 Emily Helmrich 

20 22 Jain Zhou

20 21 Julie Harrington

20 20  Daniel Babu

20 19 Joseph Griggs

20 18 Samuel Reynolds 

20 17 Therese Bocklage

20 16 Edgar Fischer

20 15 Devon Chabot -Richards

20 14 Josh Hanson

20 13 Von Samedi

20 12 Sara Koenig

20 11 Edgar Fischer

20 10  Joseph Glass

20 0 9 Lesley Lomo
 

RESIDENT EDUCATOR AWARD

20 23 Ryan Rebbe

20 22 Mary Torrez

DR. THOMAS W ILLIAMS 

DR. NANCY JOSTE 

DR. CLARISSA KRINSKY 



DEPARTM ENT NEWS continued 

CLINICAL EDUCATION AWARDS 20 22-23

Emily Helmrich, DO, received the Facult y Teaching Award this year. Voted on 

by Residents, this award recognizes a facult y member that  demonst rates 
excellence in teaching and mentoring, who goes above and beyond to 
st imulate intellectual curiosit y, excelling in pat ient  care and professionalism in 

the residents they supervise, and serves as a source of inspirat ion as a person 
and physician. 

NEW  RESIDENCY DIRECTOR: DR. EVELYN LOCKHART 
AS OF JULY 1, 20 23   
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Congratulat ions to our Medical Laboratory Sciences Spring 20 23 graduates! Our department  is 
ext remely proud of our graduates, the MLS program, and their mission to serve New  Mexicans through 
medical laboratory sciences. Pictured are the Spring 20 23 MLS graduates that  at tended the HSC Health 
Professions' Convocat ion. We w ish them the best  in their future careers!

M EDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES 
PROGRAM  2023 GRADUATION

Dr. Evelyn Lockhart  succeeds Dr. Clarissa Krinsky as the Pathology Residency 
Program Director for UNMH! As the Program Director, Dr. Lockhart  w ill be 

signif icant ly engaged in the educat ion, supervision, evaluat ion, and mentoring 
of our pathology residents. W ith her reputat ion of being an accomplished 
educator, Dr. Lockhart  was chosen for the role w ith every confidence in her 
abilit y to provide the guidance and know ledge needed to nourish our budding 
residents. A  huge thank you to Dr. Krinsky as well for her excellent  service as 

Director and teacher, and for provid ing her invaluable support  for this next  
generat ion of professional pathologists. Welcome to the role, Dr. Lockhart !

DEPARTM ENT NEWS 

Andres Mind iola Romero, MD, Hematopathology Fellow, received the Fellow  
Educator Award. Voted on by Residents, this award recognizes a fellow  who 

demonst rates excellence in teaching the residents, who goes above and 
beyond in spending t ime w ith all learners, excels in pat ient  care and 
professionalism, and serves as a mentor and role model to residents.

Ryan Rebbe, MD, received the Resident  Educator Award. Voted on by 

Residents, this award recognizes a resident  who demonst rates excellence in 
teaching their peers and other learners, who goes above and beyond to 

support  the educat ional mission of the program, and who is a w ise mentor for 
colleagues and junior residents.

Christopher Cormier, DO, received the Resident  of the Year Award! Voted 
on by Facult y and Fellows, this award recognizes a resident  that  

demonst rates excellence in provision of high qualit y pat ient  care, depth of 
medical know ledge, demonst rat ion of pract ice-based learning, 

communicat ion skills, professionalism, and systems-based pract ice.

USCAP REPRESENTATION

This year's annual United States and Canadian Academy of Pathology (USCAP) meet ing was full of 
Pathology Lobo representat ion! Dr. Mart ika Percy, PGY2 Resident , and Dr. Andres Mindiola Romero, 
Hematopathology Fellow, represented our programs on Sunday, March 12th, 20 23, at  the USCAP 
Fellowship Fair in New  Orleans, accompanied by Dr. Agarwal, Surg ical Pathology Fellowship Director.



M AKE A GI FT  
Your g if t  today impacts health care and research for tomorrow. Please consider making a 
recurring, one t ime, or legacy donat ion to one of the follow ing funds:

THE PATHOLOGY EDUCATION FUND
Advance the educat ion and research missions of the department .
VISIT: The Pathology Educat ion Fund

THE FOUCAR ENDOW MENT
Invest  in future Pathologists. Recruit ing and t raining highly proficient  Pathology residents and 
fellows is a top priorit y.

VISIT: The Foucar Endowment

THE GEORGE D. MONTOYA RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Encourage UNM students to pursue a career in b iomedical research.
VISIT: The George D. Montoya Research Scholarship Fund

THE HARVEY ENDOW ED CHAIR AND PROFESSORSHIP

Invest  in Pathology research facult y. Endowed professorships at t ract  and retain expert  facult y who 
teach passionately and lead innovat ive t ranslat ional research.
VISIT: The Harvey Endowed Chair and Professorship

THE THOMAS M. W ILLIAMS & MARGARET G. W ILLIAMS ENDOW MENT FOR 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Support  the greatest  educat ional and t raining needs w ithin the Department  of Pathology.
VISIT: The Dr. Thomas M. W illiams & Margaret  G. W illiams Endowment  for Educat ion and Training

If  you need assist ance w it h your g if t  p lease cont act :

Maggie Schold, MFA, Director of Development , UNM School of Medicine

Mobile: (50 5) 259-9164 or Email: maggie.schold@unmfund.org

Donate by check, estate p lanning, bequest , charitab le annuit y, insurance g if t , charitab le t rust  and 
more. Thank you for thinking of the Department  of Pathology's funds as you generously g ive!

THE ANNUAL 
GEORGE D. MONTOYA SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Thank you to all who came out  to support  the Department  of Pathology's Research Day on 
Thursday, May 11th. There were 14 posters exhib ited as well as lightning talks presented by: 

Erica Pascet t i, Gillet te Lab; Mohsen Ranjbar, Bearer Lab; Rahul Kumar, Gullapalli Lab; Taylor 
Uselman, Bearer Lab; and Eric Burns, Lidke Lab. 

Thank you to the Montoya family for their cont inued support  of the department?s research 
init iat ives by provid ing scholarship opportunit ies to graduates and undergraduates pursuing 
careers in b iomedical research.  

This year?s George D. Montoya scholarship recip ient  was awarded to Samuel GoodFellow, a 
graduate student  in Dr. Steven Bradfute's lab. Samuel?s d issertat ion research focuses on the 
genet ics and evolut ion of Sin Nombre Virus (SNV), a virus that  is carried and t ransmit ted by 
western deer mice ( it s primary host  reservoir)  that  causes hantavirus card iopulmonary 
syndrome, a serious lung d isease w ith a high mortalit y rate of 36%. The two goals of his 

research project  are to both improve the detect ion of SNV to assist  w ith d iagnosis and to 
develop a bet ter understanding of SNV prevalence.

Congratulat ions Samuel GoodFellow, and to all our presenters and lightning speakers! 
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20 23 Montoya scholarship award recip ient  Samuel GoodFellow  w ith the Montoya family.
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DEPARTM ENT NEWS continued 

PATHOLOGY RESEARCH DAY  
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A c k n ow l ed g em en t s
The Department  of Pathology at  The Universit y of New  Mexico School of 

Medicine gratefully acknow ledges Nancy Risenhoover for 
the layout  of this newslet ter.

For more informat ion on our department , p lease visit  our website:
hsc.unm.edu/ med icine/ depart ment s/ pat hology/

Do you have news? Please share! Contact:  HSC_PathAdmin@salud.unm.edu

SUMMER 20 23

https://hsc.unm.edu/medicine/departments/pathology/
mailto:HSC_PathAdmin@salud.unm.edu
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